It taught  veneration for the past,  duties   to  an-

cestors, and  courtesy  and gentleness in every-day
life.   It was eminentl   suited to the Chinese mind

and was held in high "favour by the governing
cultured classes. But it lacked enthusiasm and
the emotional appeal, which came to be supplied by
Buddhism. These three religions, Taoism, Con-
fucianism, and Buddhism, lived and flourished side
by side in China. They were not even considered
to be inconsistent with one another. People adopt-
ed any of them according to the bent of their
minds, and many among the Chinese vaguely pro-
fessed two of them, or all of them together.
Buddhism came to China about the first century
of the Christian era. But it had undergone many
changes in the course of its migration from India.
It was sometimes persecuted in China and some-
times held m special favour by the State. Its
original simple teaching had been overlaid witi
many fantastic stories and ceremonials. Many sects
had arisen, which disputed about difficult points
of doctrine. Por the decision of such con-
troversies a reference to the original Indian
sources was necessary. A stream of Chinese Buddhist
pilgrims had poured into India during the six
centuries preceding the age of Yuan Chwang, ani
a few Indian Buddhists had taught in China. Bui
the Chinese translations of the Buddhist scriptures
were still unsatisfactory, and we can understand
the ^desire of Chinese scholars to get access to the
original writings and produce accurate translations
and commentaries*